
2,500+

Rural Counts provides a platform for rural advocates to
be heard, connect across differences, and engage with
their elected leaders at the local, state and federal levels
to affect public policy change. 

Engaging and Equipping 
Providing information and resources
Training and empowering advocates

Educating and Advocating
Developing sound policies
Connecting with policymakers and
elected officials

Convening and Connecting
Advancing the rural narrative
Uniting rural voices

Our Approach

The mission of the Rural Counts advocacy program is to research, develop, and advocate for innovative, nonpartisan
policy solutions to address rural North Carolina's economic development challenges and improve the quality of life
for our state's rural people and places. We believe that to best advocate for rural North Carolina, we must promote
sound public policy. Our positions are informed by leading-edge, unbiased research and data, and by the wisdom
and expertise of the people who call rural North Carolina home.

The Rural Counts Advocacy Network
(RCAN) is comprised of more than 2,500
dedicated grassroots and grasstops
advocates from all 100 North Carolina
counties and beyond.  

We are committed to working with rural champions from all over the state to make significant statewide progress toward our
advocacy agenda, Rural Counts: 10 Strategies for Rural North Carolina’s Future. At the NC Rural Center, we believe if we dream
big, plan smart, and work together with a focus on these strategies, we will see our communities thrive. 

 A Program of the NC Rural Center

Overview

Rural Counts Policy Priorities:

Our 2021 Advocacy Priorities include:

Public Information Resource: serving as a current, trusted source
for data and research, information, resources, and connections.

Education and Engagement: developing and maintaining
strong, collaborative relationships with legislative, executive, and
judicial staff and leadership at the state and federal levels; inform
and advise policymakers on preferred courses of legislative and
regulatory advocacy and action.

Rural Counts Advocacy Network (RCAN): engaging and growing
North Carolina's base of rural advocates by coordinating action
opportunities, community mobilization, training and information
services, and capacity building for our advocacy network.

What We Do:

advocacy@ncruralcenter.org

#RURALCOUNTS
(919) 250-4314 @ruralcounts www.ncruralcenter.org/advocacy


